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“The government’s draft child poverty strategy is a missed opportunity. The 
farce of ministers proving unable to agree on how to measure poverty after 
rubbishing existing measures is particularly lamentable. 
 
The government’s approach falls far short of what is needed to reduce, yet 
alone end child poverty in our country. Our new research shows that the gap 
between the objective of making child poverty history and the reality is 
becoming ever wider. 
 
This is not just an issue for the current government. Politicians from all 
parties say they are committed to the 2020 targets. Willing the ends without 
the means today merely becomes a broken promise tomorrow.” 
 
Alan Milburn – Chair of the independent Social Mobility and Child Poverty 
(SMCP) Commission (9th June 2014) 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/social-mobility-and-child-poverty-commission  
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The research grant 

•  Funded by the ESRC  
• The UK’s largest ever research project on  

poverty, social exclusion and living 
standards  

•  Started April 2010  
•  Ended March 2014 



The research aims 
1.To improve the measurement of poverty, 

deprivation, social exclusion and standard 
of living. 
 

2.To measure the change in the nature and 
extent of poverty and social exclusion over 
the past ten years.   
 

3.To produce policy-relevant results about the 
causes and outcomes of poverty and social 
exclusion.  



Background 

Every decade since the late 1960s, UK social scientists have 
attempted to carry out an independent poverty survey to test out 
new ideas and incorporate current state of the art methods into 
UK poverty research.   

•1968-69 Poverty in the UK survey (Peter Townsend and 
colleagues),   

•1983 Poor Britain survey (Joanna Mack, Stewart Lansley) 

•1990 Breadline Britain survey (Joanna Mack, Stewart Lansley) 

•1999 Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey (Jonathan Bradshaw 
and colleagues) and its 2002 counterpart in Northern Ireland 
(Paddy Hillyard and colleagues) 

•2012 Poverty and Social Exclusion in the UK 



Survey Data 

Omnibus Survey: Necessities of Life – A systematic random achieved 
sample of adults (16+) of over 1,900 interviews in Britain and Northern 
Ireland.  

Main Survey: Poverty & Social Exclusion – A follow-up survey to the 
2010/11 Family Resources Survey (circa 47,000 households). The main 
survey in Britain has an achieved sample of over 4,000 households and 
9,500 individuals – with approximately 1,000 households in the ‘ethnic’ 
strata and 1,000 households in Scotland.  In Northern Ireland, the 
achieved sample was just under be 1,000 households and over 2,000 
individuals. 

The survey was divided into a household questionnaire which was 
answered by the Household Reference Person (HRP) and an individual 
questionnaire which was answered by all adult household members 
(aged 18 and over).  



Qualitative Data 

British Impoverishment Study, The qualitative study, Life on a Low 
Income in Austere times sought to provide insights into the experiences of 
poverty during the recent recession and ongoing programme of austerity. 
The project collected 62 video/audio testimonies during 2012-2013, in 
Birmingham, Glasgow and Gloucestershire. 

 

Northern Ireland Family Solidarity Study, a qualitative survey of 50 
parents to explore the role of family in coping with poverty. 

The study had a material focus – examining the extent to which resources 
are transferred among family members (both nuclear and extended) - and it 
also explores family cultures and relationships as factors affecting poverty 
and social exclusion. This helps to understand the extent and limits of 
family solidarity 



Dissemination  

A major website – www.poverty.ac.uk  
Full results of the 2012 Survey 

Comparisons with the earlier surveys in 1983, 1990 and 1999  

Development of new graphic visualisation tools enabling 
access to more complex datasets and richer comparisons 
between datasets across time  

Video clips of what it means to live in poverty for key groups in 
2012 (e.g. young, elderly, unemployed, disabled)  and 
comparisons from the two broadcast documentary series 
accompanying the 1983 and 1990 surveys (Breadline Britain 
and Breadline Britain in the 1990s) to illustrate changing 
circumstances and attitudes  

http://www.poverty.ac.uk/


Survey Development  

Rigorous qualitative & quantitative methods were used in 
developing and analysing the survey questionnaire; 

1) Systematic literature reviews 

2) Focus groups 

3) Expert review 

4) Cognitive interviews 

5) Survey pilots 

6) Behaviour coding 

As far as possible comparability was maintained with UK & EU 
official poverty measures. 



The Bristol Social Exclusion Matrix (B-SEM) 
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